SUBJ/ JPAC REPORT 09- XXX: | NTERVI EW OF MR JASPER PAGE CONCERNI NG EVENTS
SURROUNDI NG CASE 0180.
AKNLDG COMMENTS | N THI' S REPORT ARE NOT | NTENDED TO PROVI DE FI NAL ANALYTI CAL
CONCLUSI ONS.
REF/ A/ DOC/ FOLDER FOR REFNO 0180- 04 (JASPER N. PACE) .
REF/ B/ DOC/ 1: 50, 000 SCALE NAP.
REF/ C/ DOC/ 1: 50, 000 SCALE NMAP
NARR/ REFERENCES.

A. REF A 1S THE ORI G NAL RECORD JACKET FOR CASE 0180-62- 04 (JASPER
PAGE), ALSO KNOMN AS REFNO 0180-902- 04.

B. REF B IS MAP DATA: NAME: XA BINH BA; SHEET: 6430 |I11;
SERIES: L7014; EDI TION: 3; SCALE: 1:50,000, DATUM | NDI AN DATUM 1960.

C. REF C 1S MAP DATA: NAME: XA XUAN LOC, SHEET: 6430 1V,
SERIES: L7014; EDI TION: 3; SCALE: 1:50,000; DATUM | NDI AN DATUM 1960.
RWKS/ 1. SUMVARY: ON 30 JULY 2008, A JPAC ANALYST TRAVELED TO THE HOVE OF
MR JASPER PAGE (REFNO 0180-04) TO HEAR HI' S ACCOUNT OF EVENTS SURROUNDI NG THE
Cl RCUMSTANCES OF LOSS OF THREE US. Al R FORCE PERSONNEL ASSCOCI ATED W TH CASE
0180, AN I NCI DENT FROM WHICH HE | S THE SCLE AMERI CAN SURVI VOR. MR PAGE
CLEARLY RECALLED MANY DETAILS OF HHS ORDEAL I N VI ETNAM DURI NG THE FALL COF
1965.
2. CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS: CASE 0180 I NVOLVES THE 31 OCTOBER 1965 | NCI DENT
OF FOUR U. S. AIR FORCE PERSONNEL WHO WERE PASSENGERS | N A TRUCK RETURNI NG TO
HOCH MNH CITY (FORMERLY SAI GON) FROM VUNG TAU ALONG ROUTE 15. LOCAL
COWUNI ST FORCES CAPTURED THE FOUR Al RVEN AFTER STCOPPI NG THE TRUCK
APPROXI MATELY FI FTEEN KI LOVETERS SOUTHEAST OF LONG THANH AND TWO KI LOVETERS
SQUTH SOQUTHWEST OF THAM THI EN HAMLET, DONG NAI PROVINCE, IN THE VICINITY OF
GRI D COORDI NATES (GC) 48P YS 224 805. ON 2 NOVEMBER 1965, TWD Al RMVEN
ATTEMPTED AN ESCAPE; ONE WAS SUCCESSFUL I N HI'S ATTEMPT, BUT THE OTHER WAS
NOT. THE Al RVAN WHO ESCAPED ARRI VED AT AN ARMY OF THE REPUBLI C OF ( SCUTH)
VI ETNAM SPECI AL FORCES CAMP ON 4 NOVEMBER  HE REPORTED THAT SHORTLY AFTER
H S ESCAPE HE HEARD SEVERAL GUN SHOTS. THE NAMES OF THE THREE OTHER
U S. SERVI CEMEN APPEARED ON THE PROVI SI ONAL REVOLUTI ONARY GOVERNMENT' S ( PRG)
DI ED- I N- CAPTI VI TY LI ST PROVI DED TO U. S. AUTHORI TI ES I N JANUARY 1973.
3. BACKGROUND: ON 30 JULY 2008, AT THE REQUEST OF MS. DI ANE MOORE, THE
DAUGHTER OF REFNO 0180- 02-03, A JPAC ANALYST TRAVELED TO THE HOMVE OF
MR JASPER PAGE AT 24445 SPEER ROAD, CALHAN, COLORADO, 80808, TO HEAR HI S
ACCOUNT OF EVENTS CONCERNI NG CASE 0180. ARRIVING AT THE PAGE RESI DENCE LATE
IN THE AFTERNOON, THE JPAC ANALYST WAS MET AT THE DOCR BY Ms. DI ANE MOORE.
PRESENT WAS MR JASPER PACE, H S WFE, OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PAGE FAM LY, AND
SOME PAGE FAM LY FRIENDS. MR PAGE PROVI DED THE FOLLOW NG ACCOUNT OF HI' S
1965 ORDEAL | N VI ETNAM
4. | NTERVI EW

A. MR PAGE (THEN STAFF SERGEANT ((SSGT)), SSGI SAMJEL ADAMS, SSGT
CHARLES G DUSI NG, AND TECH NCAL SERGEANT (TSGT) THOVAS MOORE, ALL MEMBERS OF
THE U S. AIR FORCE, HAD TRAVELED TO VUNG TAU FROM HO CH M NH G TY ON
SATURDAY 30 OCTOBER 1965 AND WERE EXPECTI NG TO RI DE A HELI COPTER BACK TO HO
CH MNH CTY THE FOLLON NG DAY. THE HELI COPTER DI D NOT' SHOW UP AS
ANTI CI PATED ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON SO TSGT MOORE HAD SSGIT ADAMS CONTACT TAN SON
NHAT Al R BASE [ NOTE: TAN SON NHAT | S SOMETI MES ALSO SPELLED TAN SON NHUT] .
SSGI' ADAMS LEARNED THE HELI COPTER HAD BEEN DI VERTED FOR ANOTHER M SSI ON AND
WOULD NOT BE PI CKI NG THEM UP SO THE CGROUP LOCKED FOR ALTERNATE
TRANSPORTATI ON.  THAT SAME DAY THEY WERE ABLE TO CONVI NCE A VI ETNAMESE DRI VER
TO LET THEM RIDE IN HS VAN ON H' S WAY BACK TO HO CH M NH C TY.

B. THE FOUR AMERI CANS AND THE DRI VER LEFT VUNG TAU IN A FORD ECONOLI NE
VAN HEADI NG FOR HO CH M NH G TY. THE DRI VER HAD ASSURED THE Al RMEN THAT HE
THOUGHT THE ROADS WERE SAFE TO TRAVEL ON AND THE TRI P SHOULD TAKE TWO TO
THREE HOURS. ALSO, EACH OF THE AMERI CANS CARRIED A PI STOL. ALONG THE WAY



THEY STOPPED AT SEVERAL CHECK PO NTS AT BRI DGES MANNED BY SOUTH VI ETNAMESE
PCLI CEMEN.

C. AT A PO NT THAT MR PAGE BELI EVED WAS APPROXI MATELY HALF-WAY BETWEEN
VUNG TAU AND HO CH M NH CI TY MEMBERS OF A LOCAL VI ETCONG (VC) UNI T STOPPED
THE VAN. THE VC QUI CKLY DI SCOVERED THEI R PRESENCE AND CPENED THE VAN S REAR
DOORS. SEVERAL VC PO NTED THEI R WEAPONS AT THE FOUR AND THEY WERE
| MVEDI ATELY CAPTURED W THOUT A STRUGGLE. THE VC BOUND AND BLI NDFOLDED THE
FOUR AMERI CANS AND THEN PUT THEM BACK | NTO THE VAN. MR PAGE WAS ABLE TO
WORK HI'S BLINDFOLD UP A BIT SO HE COULD SEE A LITTLE. THE VAN DROVE A SHORT
DI STANCE AND THEN PULLED OFF THE ROAD.

D. THE VC DI VI DED THEM | NTO TWDO GROUPS AND THEY ALL MOVED AWAY FROM THE
H GHWAY | N A NORTHWESTERLY DI RECTI ON W TH ADAMS AND PAGE I N THE FRONT AND
MOORE AND DUSI NG BEHIND THEM  THE VC JERKED AND SLAPPED THE AMERI CANS
ARCUND, BUT DI D NOTH NG MCRE VI OLENT, MR PAGE BELI EVED THERE WERE 14 VC AT
THE CAPTURE PO NT AND SEVEN OF THEM REMAI NED AT THE ROAD WHI LE THE OTHERS LED
THEM AWAY.

E. AS THEY WALKED THEY SAW A GROUP OF “REGULAR’ SOLDI ERS. MR PACGE
ESTI MATED THERE COULD HAVE BEEN AS MANY AS 200 MEN IN THI' S GROUP AND THEY ALL
WORE NORTH VI ETNAMESE ARMY UNI FORMS.  AFTER ABOUT ONE HOUR VWHEN THEY WERE
VELL H DDEN BY THE JUNGLE S CANCPY THEY STOPPED. THE VC TOOK THE AMERI CANS
BOOTS, GAVE THEM SOME WATER AND Cl GARETTES, AND SEARCHED THROUGH THEI R “ AWOL”
(OVERNI GHT) BAGS. AT SOME PO NT THE OTHER SEVEN VC WHO HAD STAYED BACK AT
THE CAPTURE PO NT REJO NED THE GROUP. NEAR SUNDOWN THE GROUP CONTI NUED
WALKI NG FOR ABOUT ANOTHER HOUR OR SO

F. THEY CAME TO A BOOBY TRAPPED GATE, WHI CH THE VC CLEARED AS THEY
WALKED UP AN I NCLI NE I NTO A “STAG NG CAMP.” THE CAMP HAD A PI CNI C TABLE AT
VWH CH THE AMERI CANS ALL SAT ON ONE SIDE. THE CAPTORS GAVE THE AMERI CANS MORE
WATER AND Cl GARETTES. MR PAGE FELT THE VC WERE STI LL TRYI NG TO FI GURE OUT
WHAT TO DO WTH THE AVERI CANS. ONE OF THE VI ETNAMESE WAS PLAYI NG W TH PAGE' S
SINGLE ACTION PI STOL AND FIRED A SHOT. MR PAGE TOOK THI'S AS AN | NDI CATOR
THAT THEY WERE | N AN AREA FRIENDLY TO THE VC AS THEY WERE NOT OBVI QUSLY
CONCERNED W TH MAKI NG NO SE.

G THE VC HAD DUG TRENCHES IN THI S CAVP FOR THEI R DEFENSE. OVER THESE
TRENCHES WERE RACKS WTH A POLE ON EACH OF THE FOUR CORNERS. THE AMERI CANS
WERE PLACED ON TOP OF THESE RACKS, TIGHTLY Tl ED TOGETHER, AND THE TWO ON THE
ENDS WERE FURTHER Tl ED TO THESE POSTS. TWDO GUARDS AT A TIME, ONE ON EACH
SIDE, KEPT WATCH OVER THEM THROUGHCUT THE NI GHT. THE VI ETNAMESE ROTATED
GQUARDS THROUGHOUT THE NI GHT TO MAI NTAI N THEI R VI G LANCE.

H  ON MONDAY, 1 NOVEMBER 1965, THE SECOND DAY OF THEI R CAPTIVITY, THE VC
FED THE AMERI CANS RI CE AND TEA FOR BREAKFAST BEFORE CONTI NUI NG THEI R JOURNEY.
THE FOUR Al RVEN TRI ED TO TALK TO EACH OTHER FROM TI ME TO TI ME BUT THEIR
GQUARDS WOULD NOT ALLOW MJCH COVMUNI CATI ON BETWEEN THEM  THEY TRI ED TO KEEP
TRACK OF THE DI RECTION | N WH CH THEY WERE MOVI NG BY LOCKI NG AT THE SUN AND
MR PAGE BELI EVED THEY WERE CONTI NUI NG TO MOVE I N A NORTHWESTERLY DI RECTI ON.
AS THEY CONTI NUED THEI R MARCH SSGI' DUSI NG WAS STARTI NG TO SHOW SI GNS THAT HE
WAS SLOW NG DOMWN.  DUSI NG WAS THE OLDEST OF THE FOUR AND THE OTHERS PRETENDED
HE HAD DEVELOPED A FEVER AND THE VI ETNAMESE GAVE HI M SOME ASPI RIN.  AS THEY
KEPT MOVI NG I N A NORTHWESTERLY DI RECTI ON, SOVE WOOD CUTTERS CAME QUT ON THE
TRAIL AND THE VC SHONED OFF THEI R AVERI CAN PRI SONERS. MEN, WOMEN, AND
CHI LDREN PULLED AT THE HAIR ON THEI R ARMS AND CHESTS AND A FEW OF THEM
SLAPPED THEM ARCUND. | N AN ATTEMPT TO GAI N SOVE SYMPATHY FROM THEI R CAPTORS,
DURI NG TH S STCP EI THER TSGI' MOORE OR SSGI' ADAMS TOOK QUT HI' S BI LLFOLD AND
SHOWED THE VI ETNAMVESE PI CTURES OF THEI R CH LDREN.  SOVETI ME | N THE AFTERNOON
THEY STOPPED AT ANOTHER “ STAG NG CAVP’ AND WERE FED RI CE AND FI SH THAT WERE
LI KE SMALL SHRI MP. THE VI ETNAMESE SECURED THE FOUR TO TREES AND TOOK THEI R
BOOTS OFF. THEY HAD MR PAGE TAKE OFF HHS SHIRT TOO. AS THEY SAT TIED TO
THE TREE, VI ETNAMESE WOULD WALK BY AND KI CK THEM  THE Al RVEN KEPT THElI R LEGS



TOGETHER TO KEEP FROM GETTI NG KICKED IN THE GRON. AFTER A WH LE, THE

VI ETNAMESE SHONED THEM A COUPLE OF PRI NTED PAMPHLETS W TH THE NAMES OF

TWO AMERI CAN SERVI CEMEN WHO HAD ALLEGEDLY MADE SOME SORT OF CONFESSI ON.

MR PAGE COULD NOTI' REMEMBER THE NAMES OF THESE TWD AMERI CANS; HOWEVER, WHEN
ASKED | F THE TWO NAMES WERE MCCLURE AND SM TH, MR PAGE AGREED THAT WAS
PROBABLY CORRECT. THE VI ETNAMESE WERE CURI QUS TO KNOW WHAT THE FOUR

AMERI CANS THOUGHT OF THE | NFORMATI ON I N THE PAMPHLETS.

.  THE VC THEN BLI NDFOLDED THE FOUR AGAI N AND BROUGHT | N AN | NTERPRETER
TO SPEAK WTH THEM  HE ASKED THEM WHAT SORT OF JOBS THEY DI D, WHERE THEY HAD
BEEN, AND WHETHER OR NOT THEY BELI EVED IN THE WAR EFFORT. THEY TRIED TO GET
THEM TO SI GN THE PAVPHLETS MENTI ONED ABOVE, BUT THEY ALL REFUSED. A LITTLE
VWH LE LATER, MR PAGE FELT A SHARP PAIN ON H S UPPER BACK. HE BELI EVED ONE
OF THE VI ETNAMESE PCKED HHM W TH A HOT BAYONET BECAUSE AFTER HI S RETURN HE
NOTI CED AN ARROMHEAD SHAPED MARK WHERE HE HAD FELT THE PAI N.

J.  THE NEXT MORNI NG TUESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 1965, THEY STARTED MOVI NG
AGAIN.  THE VC HAD BEEN TYI NG UP THE AMERI CANS SO Tl GHTLY THAT THE
CI RCULATION I N THEI R ARM5S WAS POCR. SO ON THI' S MORNI NG MR- PAGE FLEXED HI S
Bl CEPS WHEN HI S ROPES WERE BEI NG RE-BOUND. THI'S LEFT SOVE SLACK I N THE ROPES
AND RESULTED I'N MJUCH LESS DI SCOWCRT. AS THEY HAD BEEN DO NG THE VC AGAI N
TIED THE AMERI CANS IN TWO S W TH ABOUT A ONE- FOOT SPACE BETWEEN THEM  ARCUND
NOON THEY CAME ACROSS A STREAM AND THE VC ALLOWED THE FOUR AMERI CANS TO CET
IN THE WATER AND WASH UP. THE VC STOPPED THEM FROM DRI NKI NG DI RECTLY FROM
THE STREAM BUT THEY DI D BUI LD A FI RE AND BO LED WATER WHI CH THEY THEN GAVE
TO THE FOUR. A FEWWOVEN WERE W TH THE GROUP AND THEY WERE MAI NLY USED FOR
CARRY!I NG SUPPLI ES. CONTI NUI NG THEI R MARCH, THEY LATER CAME TO A SECOND
STREAM THAT WAS ABQUT 10 OR 12 FEET W DE AND ONE FOOT DEEP. A LOG HAD BEEN
PLACED ACROSS THE STREAM TO EASE MOVEMENT. THE TRAIL THEY HAD BEEN USI NG
LOOKED AS I F I T WAS USED ON A REGULAR BASI S.

K. ACCORDI NG TO MR PAGE, HE AND SAM ADAMS WALKED ONE- FOOT APART FROM
EACH OTHER WTH SAM IN THE FRONT OF HHM  ONE VI ETNAMESE MAN WALKED | N FRONT
OF THE GROUP. HE WAS FOLLOWED BY A SECOND GUARD WHO HELD THE ROPE | N FRONT
OF ADAMS, WHO WAS TRAI LED BY PAGE. A TH RD VC GUARD WALKED BEHI ND AND HELD
THE END OF THE ROPE. AS THEY WALKED MR. PAGE BEGAN CGRABBI NG BRANCHES AND
THEN RELEASI NG THEM SO THEY WOULD FLY BACK I'N THE FACE OF THE MAN | N THE REAR
WHO THEN BEGAN | NCREASI NG THE AMOUNT OF SPACE BETWEEN THEM AT THE SAME TI ME
HE CONTI NUED TO TRY TO WORK HI S ROPES LOCSE.

L. AS THEY CAME TO A SLIGHT I NCLINE AND A CURVE IN THE TRAIL, | T BEGAN
TO RAIN HEAVILY. THE MAN HOLDI NG THE RCPE I N FRONT OF ADAMS, THE ONE
MR PAGE REFERRED TO AS THE “RI NG LEADER,” STEPPED OFF THE TRAI L AND DROPPED
THE ROPE ATTACHED TO ADAMS AND PAGE, APPARENTLY TO PUT ON A PONCHO WH CH EACH
OF THE VI ETNAMESE CARRI ED ON THEI R BELTS. AT THE SAME TI ME, THE PO NT MAN
WALKED BACK TOMWARDS THE REST OF THE CGROUP AND STOOD ONLY A FEW FEET FROM THE
“RI NG LEADER’ WHO HAD BY NOW PLACED H' S RI FLE AGAINST A TREE. ONE OF THE VC
CARRI ED A .30 CALIBER ML CARBI NE, A WEAPON WTH WH CH MR PAGE SAI D HE HAD
QUALI FI ED EXPERT MANY YEARS EARLI ER.  HE WAS UNFAM LI AR W TH THE WEAPONS
CARRI ED BY THE OTHER TWO. THE GUARDS NOW ALL STOOD TOGETHER AS THEY PUT
THEI R RAI NGEAR ON.  THE OTHER TWD AMERI CANS, DUSI NG AND MOORE, WERE STILL A
WAYS BEHI ND THE FI RST GROUP.

M VWH LE THE GUARDS ATTENTI ON WAS FOCUSED ELSEVWHERE, MR PAGE MOVED
CLOSER TO ADAMS AND SAI D, “SAM WE CAN MAKE A BREAK FOR IT.” SAMIN TURN
ASKED, “WHAT DO YQU WANT TO DO?” PACGE SAID HE HAD H' S RCPES LOCSE AND THAT
HE COULD G VE ADAMS ALL THE SLACK AND ADDED, “WE CAN TAKE THEM ” PAGE TOLD
ADAMS TO GO FOR THE GUARD CLOSEST TO H M AND THAT HE WOULD HANDLE THE OTHER
TWO. ADAMS AGREED AND TOLD PAGE TO LET HI M KNOW VWHEN HE WAS READY. MR PAGE
DESCRI BED SAM ADAMS AS A HAPPY- GO LUCKY GUY, BUT ONE WHO WOULD NOT BACK DOWN
FROM ANYONE. PAGE TAPPED ADAMS ON THE SHOULDER AND SAI D, “OK.” HE THEN
CHARGED ONE OF GUARDS AND SLAPPED H M HARD W TH AN OPEN HAND KNCCKI NG HI M



DOM.  PAGE QUI CKLY MOVED ON TO THE GUARD W TH THE CARBI NE, GRABBED I T, SWING
THE GUARD ARCUND AND ENDED UP W TH THE WEAPON. AS PAGE LOOKED BACK TOWARDS
ADAMS, HE HOPED TO SEE HIM I N CONTROL OF THE THI RD GUARD, BUT APPARENTLY HE
HAD FALLEN | NTO THE BUSHES. ONE OF THE GUARDS PO NTED H'S RI FLE IN THE

DI RECTI ON OF ADAMS AND FI RED A SHOT. PAGE TRIED TO SHOOT ONE OF THE GUARDS,
BUT THE CARBINE DIDN T DI SCHARGE. HE PULLED THE CARBINE' S BOLT BACK EJECTI NG
ONE ROUND, RELEASED THE BOLT LOADI NG ANOTHER, AND PULLED THE TRI GGER AGAI N,
BUT THE CARBI NE STILL WOULD NOT FIRE. AS PAGE CONTI NUED TO FI RE HI S WEAPON,
A GUARD TURNED TO ADAMS AGAIN.  HE HEARD ADAMS SAY, “NO, NO, " JUST BEFORE THE
GQUARD FI RED AT HHM AGAIN. MR PAGE WAS CONVI NCED THAT THI S SECOND SHOT
PROBABLY KI LLED ADAMS.

N. MR PAGE REALI ZED THE VC WOULD RECOVER VERY QUI CKLY. HE RAN FI VE OR
SI X STEPS UP THE TRAIL AND THEN TURNED OFF TO THE LEFT | NTO THE BRUSH.  HE
RAN AS QUI CKLY AS HE COULD, FELL A FEW TIMES, AND THEN HEARD LOTS OF SHOOTI NG
INHS DIRECTION. DUE TO THE TH CK VEGETATI ON AND THE STEAM COM NG OFF THE
HOT JUNGLE BECAUSE OF THE RAIN, HE WAS QUI CKLY QUT OF SI TE OF THE VI ETNAMESE,
BUT HE CONTI NUED TO GET AS FAR AWAY FROM HI' S CAPTORS AS QUI CKLY AS HE COULD.

O AS HE MOVED I N A NORTHWESTERLY DI RECTI ON HE CAME TO A RCAD BED ABOUT
FI FTY- YARDS FROM HI S ESCAPE PO NT THAT HE DESCRI BED AS A “RAlI LROAD GRADE.”
THE ROAD HAD NO TRACKS AND WAS ELEVATED ABQUT Sl X TO El GHT- FEET ABOVE THE
JUNGLE FLOCR. HE SCRAMBLED UP ON TOP OF THE ROAD AND SAW NOTHI NG ON THE
OTHER SI DE BUT TALL GRASS AND A COW PATH RUNNI NG PARALLEL TO THE RCAD. HE
RAN I N A SOUTHWESTERLY DI RECTI ON DOMN THE COW PATH ABCQUT TVEENTY- FI VE OR
TH RTY YARDS AND THEN JUMPED | NTO THE GRASS PUSHI NG | T BACK UP BEHI ND H M TO
CONCEAL HI' S MOVEMENT.

P. AS HE MOVED AVAY FROM THE ROAD GRADE THE JUNGLE BECAME THI CKER. HE
SAT DOMN NEXT TO A LARGE FALLEN TREE AND LOCKED AT THE CARBI NE TO TRY TO
FIGURE QUT WHY IT DD NOT FI RE. HE REALI ZED THAT HE HAD NEVER TURNED THE
CARBI NE' S SAFETY SWTCH TO THE OFF POSI TION. ABQUT THI' S TI ME HE HEARD A LOT
OF SHOOTI NG AND DECI DED THAT THE GROUP W TH SSGT DUSI NG AND TSGI' MOORE HAD
LI KELY CAUGHT UP WTH THE FI RST GROUP. | T WAS MR PAGE'S OPI NION THE VC HAD
PROBABLY KI LLED THE OTHER TWD AMERI CANS | N RETALI ATI ON FOCR HI S ESCAPE.

MR PAGE FI GURED THAT AT THI S PO NT HE HAD MOVED ABQOUT 100- YARDS FROM HI S
ESCAPE LOCATION. HE PUT SOMVE MJUD ON HI S SKIN AS CAMOUFLAGE AND STAYED PUT
FOR ABQUT TWO- HOURS BEFORE MOVI NG AGAIN.  AS HE GOT BACK UP ON THE RAI L ROAD
GRADE AND STARTED MOVI NG SLOALY | N A SOUTHWESTERLY DI RECTI ON.

Q HE CAME ACROSS A SLOUGH AND THOUGHT THAT AT ONE PO NT THERE M GHT
HAVE BEEN A TRESTLE ACROSS | T. HE MOVED DOMN IN TO THE SLOUGH AND THEN WADED
THROUGH THE WATER TWELVE TO FI FTEEN- FEET TO THE OTHER SI DE. MR PAGE CROSSED
FI VE SUCH SLOUGHS ON THIS NI GHT.  UNLI KE THE FI RST FOUR SLQUGHS THE WATER | N
THE FI FTH SLOUGH TYPE DEPRESSI ON WAS RUNNI NG SO HE FI GURED HE M GHT BE ABLE
TO FOLLOW I T AND HOPED | T WOULD TAKE HIM I N THE DI RECTI ON HE NEEDED TO GO
THE WATER WAS KNEE DEEP AND SINCE | T WAS RUNNI NG HE COULD MOVE W THOUT MAKI NG
MJUCH NO SE.  STILL DECI DI NG WH CH WAY HE SHOULD GO MR PAGE GOT' QUT OF THE
WATER AND UP ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE PATH HE HAD BEEN FOLLOW NG

R MR PAGE FOLLOWED THE PATH HE HAD BEEN ON ABCQUT FI FTY- YARDS AND CAME
TO A CLEARI NG THAT WAS Cl RCULAR SHAPED W TH HEAD- H GH GRASS AND WEEDS. HE
ESTI MATED THE FI ELD WAS ABOQUT 300- YARDS ACROSS. HE WENT BACK TO THE WATER,
PRAYED A BI'T, AND FI NALLY DECI DED TO FOLLOW THE STREAM VH CH HE DI D FOR MOST
OF THE NNGHT. HE EVENTUALLY GOT QUT OF THE WATER NEAR A DEEP POOL. HE WAS
VERY COLD FROM ALL THE TI ME HE SPENT I N THE WATER SO HE CLEARED A GRASSY AREA
AND STARTED JUMPI NG UP AND DOMN TO WARM UP. HE CONTI NUED TO ALTERNATE
BETWEEN JUVPI NG UP AND DOWN AND RESTI NG UNTI L HE WAS RELATI VELY WARM  HE
SLEPT A LITTLE BIT AND EVENTUALLY WOKE TO THE SOUND OF CROW NG ROOSTERS.

S. IN THE EARLY HOURS OF WEDNESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER 1965, HE WORKED HI S WAY
ARCUND THE DEEP POOL OF WATER AND GOT' BACK | NTO THE STREAM AS | T MADE A SHARP
TURN. HE FOLLOWED THI S STREAM FOR SEVERAL HOURS AND ARCUND LUNCH TI ME CAME



TO AN AREA WH CH HAD FEWER TREES ALONG THE BANK. HE CLI MBED UP QUT OF THE
WATER ON THE RI GHT BANK AND DI SCOVERED HE WAS | N A RUBBER PLANTATI ON. HE SAW
TWO CHI LDREN DI PPI NG WATER QUT OF THE STREAM BY A FOOT- BRI DGE NEAR TWD HUTS,
VWH CH WERE ON THE OPPCSI TE SI DE OF THE STREAM  NOT' WANTI NG THE CHI LDREN TO
SEE HM MR PAGE SQUATTED DOMN IN THE GRASS. TWO VI ETNAMESE MEN THEN CAME
QUT OF THE WOODS AND WALKED TO ONE OF THE HUTS. MR PAGE DECI DED TO STAY PUT
FOR A VH LE AND EVENTUALLY FELL ASLEEP. RAIN LATER WOKE H M UP AND HE

NOTI CED THAT TWO LARGE COVERED TRUCKS HAD PULLED UP TO THE HUTS. HE LAY DOMWN
AGAI N, SLEPT SOVE MORE AND GOT UP AFTER DARK, BY WHI CH TI ME THE TRUCKS HAD
ALREADY LEFT. HE WADED ACROSS THE STREAM AND STARTED WALKI NG THROUGH THE
PLANTATI ON AWAY FROM THE STREAM AND THE HUTS.

T. MR PAGE FOLLONED A ROAD HE THOUGHT MAY HAVE BEEN USED BY TRUCKS TO
MOVE THROUGH THE PLANTATION. HE FOLLOWED THE ROAD AS I T LED AWAY FROM THE
STREAM AND THE HUTS FOR QUI TE SOVE TI ME UNTI L HE REACHED THE EDGE OF THE
PLANTATI ON WHERE THE JUNGLE BEGAN AGAIN. A ROAD RAN PARALLEL TO THE EDGE OF
THE PLANTATI ON AND HE DECI DED TO HEAD TO THE RI GHT AND KEPT MOVI NG I N THE
SAME DI RECTI ON, SOQUTHWEST.

U  EARLY IN THE MORNI NG AS HE CONTI NUED DOWN THI S ROAD HE HEARD NO SES
BEHI ND HHM AND SO HE MOVED OFF THE ROAD | NTO THE JUNGLE TO HI DE. TWD MEN ON
Bl CYCLES RODE PASSED HM STOPPED A BIT DOMN THE ROAD, AND BEGAN CUTTI NG SOVE
BRANCHES. NOT LONG AFTER THEY RCDE THEI R Bl CYCLES BACK | N THE DI RECTI ON FROM
WHERE THEY HAD COME W THOUT NOTI Cl NG MR. PAGE. HE WAI TED FOR A FEW M NUTES
AND THEN CONTI NUED MOVI NG

V. HE THEN SAW THE SAME TWO CHI LDREN HE HAD SEEN THE DAY BEFORE BY THE
TWO HUTS. THEY NOTI CED H M AND SO MR. PAGE DECI DED SI NCE THEY HAD ALREADY
SEEN H M THAT HE WOULD TRY TO CONVI NCE THEM HE WAS FRI ENDLY. HE WAVED TO
THEM BUT THEY WOULDN T WAVE BACK. PAGE CONTI NUED WALKI NG TOMNRDS THE KI DS
AND THEY EVENTUALLY JUMPED ON A MOTOR BI KE AND HEADED BACK | N THE DI RECTI ON
WHERE HE HAD SEEN THEM THE DAY BEFORE BY THE STREAM HE KNEW THEY WOULD
LI KELY REPORT H S PRESENCE AND THAT SOVEONE WOULD PROBABLY COME LOOKI NG FOR
H M WHERE THE CHI LDREN HAD SEEN HM  PAGE DECI DED TO HEAD QUT | NTO THE
PLANTATION TO H DE. HE SAT DOM |IN A SPOT WTH H GH GRASS WHERE THEY WOULD
NOT BE ABLE TO SEE H M AND ACTUALLY FELL BACK ASLEEP. LATER I N THE MORNI NG
WHEN NO ONE HAD COMVE LOCKI NG FOR HM HE GOT BACK UP AND MOVED TOMARDS A
CORNER OF THE PLANTATI ON WHERE THE KI DS HAD BEEN EARLI ER.  HERE HE FOUND AN
OX CART ROAD WHI CH VENT OFF I NTO THE JUNGLE SO HE DECI DED TO FOLLOW SINCE | T
HEADED IN THE DI RECTI ON HE WANTED TO GO

W HE EVENTUALLY CAME UPON A Cl RCULAR CLAY MOUND THAT WAS ABOUT THREE-
FEET HGH WTH FOUR TO SI X BI G PCLES STICKING UP. | T LOCKED LI KE A CH M\EY
AND | T HAD SOVE BRUSH THROAN ON TCOP OF IT. [INSIDE THE MOUND HE COULD SEE THE
VI ETNAMESE HAD BEEN NMAKI NG CHARCOAL. AS HE WAS PCKI NG AROUND THE MOUND
LOOKI NG FOR CONTAI NERS WHI CH MAY HAVE CAUGHT SOMVE RAIN WATER, HE HEARD
SOVETH NG AND LOCKED UP TO SEE THE BI GGEST SNAKE HE HAD EVER SEEN, A SI X OR
SEVEN- FOOT LONG PYTHON. HE SLOALY BACKED AWAY FROM THE SNAKE AND THEN AS
HARD AS HE COULD RAN AVWAY FROM THE MOUND. MR PAGE THEN CONTI NUED WALKI NG
DOM THE OX CART ROAD, WH CH EVENTUALLY CAME TO A “T.” MR PAGE FOQUND
H MSELF LOOKI NG AT A DI RT ROAD THAT APPEARED TO BE WELL USED. HE FOLLOWED
THE ROAD TO THE RI GHT AND FI NALLY REALI ZED THE ROAD JUST Cl RCLED ARCUND AND
LED HM R GHT BACK TO THE “T.” ABQUT THE TI ME HE REACHED THI S PO NT, SEVERAL
F- 105 THUNDERCHI EF Al RCRAFT FLEW VERY LOW JUST OVER HI S PCSI TI ON AND DROPPED
SOVE BOMBS ABQUT A M LE AWAY FROM WHERE HE WAS STANDI NG HE TOOK HI S SHI RT
OFF, VENT OQUT I NTO THE OPEN FI ELD AND WAVED, HOPI NG THEY WOULD SPOT HM BUT
THEY DID NOT. MR PACGE NOWWALKED IN THE OTHER DI RECTI ON AWAY FROM THE “T”
AND WALKED UNTI L LATE I N THE AFTERNOON.

X. MR PAGE CAME QOUT | NTO ANOTHER CLEARI NG AND SAW A SQUTH VI ETNAMVESE
FLAG FLYI NG OVER A COVPOUND ABOUT A HALF-M LE AWAY; THE COMPOUND TURNED QUT
TO BE AN ARMY OF THE REPUBLI C OF (SOUTH) VI ETNAM SPECI AL FORCES CAMP. HE



TI ED A HANDKERCHI EF TO THE CARBINE, HELD IT OVER H S HEAD AND WALKED TOWARDS
THE CAVP. NEXT TO THE CAMP S MAIN GATE THERE WAS A CEMENT BUNKER ON TCOP OF
VWH CH A FEW SOQUTH VI ETNAMESE SCOLDI ERS WERE SI TTI NG AND TALKING ~ AS HE NEARED
THE GATE AN OLD VI ETNAMESE MAN VWHO WAS CUTTI NG GRASS NOTICED HHM MR PACGE
MOTI ONED TO THE MAN TO G VE H M SOVE WATER FROM A WATER TRAI LER THAT WAS JUST
I NSI DE THE COVPOUND. THE OLD MAN GAVE HI M SOVE WATER AND I T WAS ONLY THEN
THAT THE SCUTH VI ETNAMESE SOLDI ERS REALI ZED HE WAS STANDI NG THERE. THEY

QUI CKLY PO NTED THEI R WEAPONS AT HI M AND THEN RELI EVED H M OF H S.

Y. VERY QU CKLY A JEEP WTH A U. S. AIR FORCE OFFI CER, A COUPLE OF
U S. ARW SPECI AL FORCES SOLDI ERS, AND A COUPLE COF VI ETNAMESE SOLDI ERS PULLED
UP TO THE CAMP GATE TO SEE VWHAT WAS GO NG ON. RESPONDI NG TO THEI R | NQUI RES
MR PAGE TOLD THEM HE HAD JUST WALKED OUT OF THE JUNGLE AND THEY CHALLENGED
H M ON TH S BECAUSE THEY KNEW THE VI ET CONG CONTROLLED THE AREA. THEY TOOK
H M INSIDE THE CAMP TO THE MEDI C S OFFI CE AND CHECKED H M QUT AND GAVE H M
SOVETHI NG TO DRI NK AND EAT. AFTER LI STENI NG TO THE ACCOUNT OF HI S EXPERI ENCE
THEY ASKED IF HE WAS UP TO FLYI NG OVER THE | NCl DENT AREA I N A HELI COPTER.
PAGE AGREED SO HE AND AN AMERI CAN MAJOR VEENT UP I N A HELI COPTER FLOMN BY
VI ETNAMESE PI LOTS. HE SHOAED THEM THE STREAM AND THE TWO HUTS AND THE AREA
OF H S ESCAPE. MR PAGE ADDED THAT AS THEY FLEW OVER THE AREA EACH LOCATI ON
HE PO NTED OQUT WAS MARKED ON A MAP. THEY RETURNED TO THE SPECI AL FORCES CAMP
AND THEN LATER FLEW H M TO TAN SON NHAT Al R BASE WHEN HE AGREED HE WAS UP TO
MAKI NG THE TRIP. MR PAGE COULD NOTI' RECALL THE NAMES OF ANY OF THE AMERI CAN
SERVI CEMEN WHO HE MET AT THE SPECI AL FORCES CAMP.

Z. ARRIVING AT TAN SON NHAT, HE WAS TAKEN TO THE BASE CLI Nl C WHERE THEY
STARTED AN | NI TI AL DEBRI EFI NG~ COLONEL BUDWAY, THE BASE COVMANDER, PUT A
CALL THRQUGH TO MRS. PAGE AND HE WAS ABLE TO SPEAK W TH HER THAT NI GHT. PAGE
WAS THEN TAKEN DOVWNTOM TO A BI G HOTEL WHERE SOVE HEADQUARTERS ELEMENT WAS
LOCATED. HE WAS ASKED QUESTI ONS HERE AND THEN LATER RETURNED TO TAN SON NHAT
AR BASE. HE VENT TO COLONEL BUDWAY' S OFFI CE AND RE- TOLD THE EXPERI ENCES OF
THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS TO H M AND ANOTHER COLONEL (NFI). COLONEL BUDWAY
ASSURED PAGE THAT THEY WOULD DO EVERYTHI NG I N THEI R PONER TO GET THE OTHER
THREE Al RVEN BACK.

AA.  THE FOLLOW NG DAY PAGE WAS ASKED | F HE WAS UP TO FLYI NG BACK OVER
THE 1 NCl DENT AREA AGAIN AND HE SAID HE WAS.  AS THEY WERE PREPARI NG TO BOARD
A HELI COPTER, PAGE | NSI STED ON CARRYI NG A WVEAPON AND SAI D HE WOULD NOT MAKE
THE FLI GHT UNARMED. SOMEONE TRI ED TO CONVI NCE H M THAT THE TWO DOOR GUNNERS
WOULD BE SUFFI CI ENT PROTECTI ON.  HE PROTESTED AND SAI D UNLESS HE WAS G VEN A
WEAPON HE WOULD NOT' MAKE THE TRIP. THEY ACQUI ESCED AND GAVE H M A . 45
CALI BER M3 SUBMACHI NE GUN AND A COUPLE OF CLIPS OF AMMUNI TION.  THEY FLEW OUT
TO VUNG TAU THEN BEGAN WORKI NG THEI R WAY BACK AS THEY FCOLLOANED THE EARLI ER
MOVEMENTS OF PAGE AND THE OTHER THREE AMERI CANS. THEY MARKED EVERY KEY
LOCATI ON | NCLUDI NG THE CAPTURE PO NT, ROADS, STREAM5, HUTS, THE SPECI AL
FORCES CAMP, ETC. THE NEXT DAY A HELI COPTER WTH A SPEAKER FLEW OVER THE
AREA BROADCASTI NG REQUESTS TO THE VC TO EXCHANGE THE THREE M SSI NG AMERI CANS
FOR FOCD, MEDI CAL SUPPLI ES OR ANYTHI NG THEY WANTED TO TRADE THEM FOR.

MR PAGE BELI EVES THE WOOD CUTTERS HE SAW REPORTED SEEI NG THE AMERI CANS BUT
NOTH NG ELSE CAME OF THIS. TH S ENDED MR, PAGE' S ACCOUNT OF H S EXPERI ENCE.
5. COWENTS:

A.  THE REMAINING TIME WTH MR PAGE, H'S FAM LY AND FRI ENDS, AND
M5. DI ANE MOORE, WAS SPENT CLARI FYI NG A FEW PO NTS OF HI S ACCQOUNT.

B. THE MENTION OF MCCLURE AND SM TH I N PARAGRAPH 3H ABOVE | S A REFERENCE
TO U S. ARW SPECI AL FORCES STAFF SERGEANTS CLAUDE D. MCCLURE AND GECRGE E.
SM TH, BOTH ASSCCI ATED W TH RESOLVED CASE 0024. THESE TWDO MEN WERE CAPTURED
I N LONG AN PROVI NCE ( FORMERLY HAU NGHI A PROVI NCE) ON 24 NOVEMBER 1963 AND
RELEASED | N PHNOM PENH, CAMBODI A ON 5 DECEMBER 1965.

6. JPAC ANALYST: MR STEPHEN E. THOWPSON, EXTERNAL RELATI ONS OFFI CE.



